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What is an outside Scholarship?

An outside scholarship is any scholarship not awarded by the 

government or the school, such as a scholarship provided by a 

private sector company, philanthropist or foundation



• These scholarships maybe specific in that they are to be 

applied to tuition or book charges however in most cases 

they can be applied to any cost of attendance (COA) 

element

• They are awarded for educational purposes



Why do we need to have a policy 

about outside scholarships?

The Department of Education requires every college and 

university to have a policy regarding outside scholarships.  Every 

college and university’s outside scholarship policy specifies what 

happens to your need-based financial aid package when you win 

a merit scholarship at their institution.  This can very from one 

institution to the next.

You can find out policy at:  https://www.clarkson.edu/student-

administrative-services-sas/scholarship-and-grants

https://www.clarkson.edu/student-administrative-services-sas/scholarship-and-grants


Clarkson’s policy pertaining to 

outside scholarships

• This policy does not apply to Tuition Exchange Grants or 

the Clarkson Employee Benefits which we consider 

internal scholarships.

• Federal regulations require that a student is to report any 

outside scholarships they receive



How are outside scholarships applied at 

Clarkson?

The financial aid office will apply outside scholarships to the 
student’s unmet need first, unless otherwise specified.

All scholarships from outside sources will be divided equally 
between the fall and spring semesters unless noted on the official 

documentation or check

In order for a scholarship to be applied entirely to one semester 
the financial aid office must be notified in writing.  



When necessary, the financial aid office will reduce self-help 
portions of your financial aid package before reducing any grants or 

scholarships.

What is self-help aid?



In rare cases, some grants and scholarships may be reduced 

if the amount of the outside scholarship is such that all self-

help aid has been eliminated or if the scholarship is 

considered a duplicate benefit.

Examples of this would be if a student is a child of an 

employee and received a tuition only award.



Payable vs Non Payable Awards

Payable Awards- The funds are provided directly to the 
University by the Organization.  These awards show on the 
account as anticipated thus reducing the balance owed. 

Non Payable Awards- The funds are provided directly to 
the student. These awards will show on the award screen 
but will NOT show as anticipated aid  and will not impact 

the balance owed.

Both types of awards are required to be reported to the 
University



Procedure

The scholarship will be placed on the student account once 

the University receives:

 Check indicating it is from an outside organization

 An award notice/ official email from the organization 

indicating the student has been awarded a scholarship

 Outside scholarship form along with at least one of the 

above items



An outside scholarship will not be added with only the 

outside scholarship form.  

This is where the most follow up is required due to no 

supporting documentation.



Where can student’s find out about 

potential outside scholarships?

 https://www.clarkson.edu/student-administrative-services-sas/scholarship-

and-grants

 The FTC cautions students to look and listen for these tell-tale lines-

 The scholarship is guaranteed or your money back."

 "You can't get this information anywhere else."

 "I just need your credit card or bank account number to hold this 

scholarship."

 "We'll do all the work. You just pay a processing fee."

 "The scholarship will cost some money."

 "You've been selected" by a "national foundation" to receive a 

scholarship – or "You're a finalist" in a contest you never entered.

https://www.clarkson.edu/student-administrative-services-sas/scholarship-and-grants


EXAMPLES OF PACKAGES THAT HAVE AN 

OUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIP ADDED AND THE 

IMPACT THEY CAN HAVE



Original Package Example #1:



Package #1 with an outside scholarship 

evenly split for $10,000.00



Original Package #2:



Package #2 with an outside scholarship 

evenly split for $5000.00



Package #2 with an outside scholarship 

applied only to fall  for $5000.00



Package #2 with an outside scholarship 

evenly split for $22000.00


